Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

known as A.P.Open University) to provide access to higher education
for a larger segment of population in general and for the benefit of the
disadvantaged groups who wish to upgrade or acquire knowledge
through continuing education in various fields, in particular.

The success of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University (the credit goes
to Prof.G.Ram Reddy a pioneer in the field) paved the way for the
establishment of other open universities in India. In India there are, at
present, seven open universities out of which four are functional. They
are: (1) Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University (Andhra Pradesh) (2) Indira
Gandhi National Open University (New Delhi) (3) Yashwanth Rao
Chavan Maharashtra Open University (Maharashtra) and (4) Kota Open
University (Rajastan). Nalanda Open University (Bihar) Rajabhoj Open
University (Madhya Pradesh) and Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University
(Gujarat) are yet to take-off. Two more open universities are likely to
be started in the states of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

Under the supervision, control and guidance of the Vice-
Chancellor, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University's administration
functions with six Directorates, viz., Directorates of:

1.     Academic - concerned with designing and preparation of course
material;

2.     Student support services - Responsible for admissions of students
and organisation of contact-cum-counselling classes through a
network of 100 study centres spread over the entire state of Andhra
Pradesh.

3.     Material production - responsible for printing, purchases and stores
and dispatch of course material, etc.

4.     Evaluation - functions as a monitoring and evaluation agency for
assessing the effectiveness of the organization of contact-cum-
counselling classes offered through multi-media to the students.

5.     Audio-visual production and research centre - organises
production of radio, audio and video lessons and undertakes
research in the field of audio-visual production.

6.     In addition to the above, recognising the importance and urgency,
a Directorate was established in 1993. This centre would conduct
the regional work shops, in different parts of the state for training
counsellors and also organise National and International seminars
in the field of open education.
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